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The Bad Old Days (1979)

Berkeley had an open dump filling the San Francisco Bay shoreline. 

Dr. Dan Knapp began salvaging for scrap metals.  



Today the Landfill Is 

Cesar Chavez Park



We still salvage at the 

Berkeley transfer station.

3 tons-per-day average.



Receiving for Building 

Materials and General Store



The General Store = 

30,000 sq. ft. Warehouse



Building Materials =

2.5 Acre Yard



What we can’t sell, we recycle.



We have grown.



The Numbers



Community Benefit 2009

• Purchases for resale     $153,390

• Sales taxes collected $213,812

• Property taxes $  66,537

• Payroll taxes, fed & state $  82,789

• Taxes, licenses, fees $  79,758

TOTAL $596,286



ADVOCACY & ACTIVISM

We have helped to:

• Defeat 6 incinerators

• Pass 3 citizens initiatives
– Banning incineration in Berkeley

– Set a 50% recycling goal for Berkeley

– Establishing StopWaste!

• Consult with Zero Waste business strategies 

and transfer station design



The Future (?)



Thank You!

Max Wechsler, 

Assistant Operations Manager

MAX.W@URBANORE.COM

510-841-7823 EXT. 303
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