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Measure D and the Recycling Fund

Measure D (The Alameda County Waste Reduction and Recycling Initiative Charter Amendment) was approved by

Alameda County voters in 1989 with the goals of reducing waste, promoting recycling, and setting a path toward ambitious
landfill diversion targets for the county. The measure takes a unique and comprehensive approach to waste reduction

and environmentalism by addressing a wide range of topics with multiple benefits, from residential recycling programs to
mitigating the effects of climate change, along with prohibiting incineration as a waste management solution in the county.
The measure created the Alameda County Source Reduction and Recycling Board to oversee implementation of these goals.

Measure D also established the “Recycling Fund,” a surcharge on solid waste disposed of in Alameda County which is
collected by landfill operators. These funds, administered by the Recycling Board, total around $9.7M annually. StopWaste,
on behalf of the member agencies, oversees many activities across the focus areas specified in Measure D, while half of the
funds are disbursed to member agencies to support their local sustainability efforts. Below are example activities for each
focus area. More information about Measure D is available here.

Recycling Fund Focus Areas and Activities

Source Reduction @

Advances countywide reusable foodware policies,

facilitates strategic food recovery partnerships, and
representsing local interests in state-level legislation
to create a comprehensive waste reduction
framework.

Direct Disbursements to Member Agencies

Under Measure D, half of all funds collected are distributed
directly to member agencies (cities and sanitary districts)
based on population. This represents the largest funding
stream created by the measure, specifically designed
to support local recycling and sustainability efforts.

Member agencies must spend this money
on activities that promote waste reduction
locy and recycling, which can include staff
= costs, outreach and education programs,
fosters innovative construction- technical assistance and compliance
sector businesses focused on

monitoring, and recycling infrastructure.
material reuse. Partners with 10% $9-7M 50%

: The measure also supports infrastructure
industry stakeholders to develop needs such as reusable foodware and
circular economy |nfr.astructure and recycling and compost containers, as
meet regulatory requirements. 5 well technical services for waste tracking,
15/) construction debris recycling, and staff
Grants Program 5% development.
Funds and supports organizations
implementing innovative waste reduction
initiatives through reuse, repair, and food
recovery and donation. Develops infrastructure
and partnerships to strengthen local circular
economy and reduce disposal.

Market Development

Promotes quality local compost
production and distribution and

Each member agency must file an annual report
detailing expenditures, and an independent audit

occurs every five years to ensure compliance with
Measure D requirements.

D ) . Recycled Product Preference Program
iscretionary Spending @ Helps county departments and local
Discretionary spending currently supports waste reduction and sustainability efforts,  agencies buy eco-friendly products and
including environmental education in schools, reusable foodware and bag initiatives,  materials made from recycled content.
and compost technical assistance and education, with an emphasis on developing Works closely with Alameda County offices
high-quality compost to build healthy soil to grow food. to make smart purchasing choices that
protect the environment.
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https://www.stopwaste.org/about-stopwaste/ordinances-policies/measure-d-policies-and-disbursements

